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Dear Prof. Aiko,

During the last ASCO meeting {Oclandop, May 2002) the RECIST workiog group met with Dr, Kuriharo

nod colleagues to discuss the implementation of specific criterin as proposed by the Japanese Cancer
Society for the svaluabion of gasiric cancer,

After a loog and frofthe] discussion, wo sgresd thot it is yet loo early 1o inclods these criteriz jo the
RECIST guidelines a3 golden standards for the evalustion of gastric cancer because it requires an
expertise that is available, so far, mainly in Fapan. Moreover, no validation of the proposed guidelines
have been published cutaide Jepan.

However, dus to the frequency of gastric cancer in Japan, we beliave that the critera developed by Dr.
Furibara and colleapues could be useful for the evalustion of new anticancer ngents for gastric canoer in
Jupan. Since the BECIST guidelines have been doveloped as a tool to Geilitate chncer research and not

specifically a8 a set of rules to be followed rigidly by regulatory agencies, we do not peroeive a conflict
for the Japanasa sutharity to accept the criteria proposed by Dr. Kurihara et al for the evaluation of gastric
cancer and the RECIST crileria for the other tumor types.

We remain af vour disposal for any Turther information you may sesd.

Y ours sineeraly,

Patrick Themaze
Oa behalf of the BEECIST WG

CC:  De Ellzabeth Bisenbauer
D, Justien Wanders



